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History 
History of Boulder Pride 

In 1994, several 

community organizations 

in the City of Boulder 

collaborated on a series of 

events to celebrate Gay 

Pride. This collective was 

called Boulder Pride. As 

the LGBTQ community 

grew, the need for 

Boulder Pride to broaden 

its purpose grew as well.  

In 1999, Pride became a state tax-exempt organization. In 2001, Pride 

received a three year grant from the Gill Foundation to secure a 

community center and start offering services to the LGBT community. 

The Community Center opened officially in 2004 and Pride began 

offering direct services to LGBT youth in Boulder County.  

Through the consistent and dedicated efforts of Boulder Prideôs board, 

staff, and community, Boulder Pride has steadily grown every year, 

thus, being able to provide a more diverse array of services and 

programs to its constituents.  

Boulder Pride's Vision and Mission 

The vision of Boulder Pride is that Boulder County serve as a model of 

equality, respect, and well-being for LGBTQ people. 

To achieve our vision, our mission is to foster safe environments for 

self-expression, gathering, support, and dialogue; advocate for social 

justice; collaborate with others who share our vision; celebrate the 

contributions of the many facets of our community; and educate the 

public about the experiences of LGBTQ people.  
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Situated in the 

heart of 

downtown 

Boulder, Boulder 

Pride Block 

Party provides 

visibility and 

community 

building for the entire 

GLBTQ community and 

its allies in Boulder 

County.  Block Party 

draws over 150 sponsors 

and vendors and 2,000 

people annually. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

In February 2008 Boulder Pride hosted its sixth annual community-

wide dance and fundraising event recently renamed, "The Red Party."  

The Eros themed Red Party invites members of the lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, 

transgender, queer 

(LGBTQ) and 

straight allied 

community to come 

together to celebrate 

love, commitment, 

relationships and 

friendships.  

Proceeds from the 

Red Party help 

Boulder Pride 

realize its mission. 

 

 

 

 

Other Events 
 



The P Word Party 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cruiser Ride for Pride 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Film Project  

 

 

 

 

 
 

   



Staff 
Boulder Pride Staff 

 

 

Kirst en Spielmann,  

Community Center Coordinator and  

Program Director  

 

kirsten@boulderpride.org   

Tel: (303) 499-5777  x2  

 

 

Kirsten Spielmann, Boulder Pride's 

Community Center Coordinator and Program 

Coordinator for Boulder Pride's SpeakingOUT 

Program possesses ten years of diversified 

experience in the communication arts 

including journalism, public affairs, public 

relations, university teaching and community 

organizing. Kirsten holds a bachelorôs degree 

in Journalism and a masterôs degree in Public 

Relations, and is currently a fourth year PhD 

candidate in the School of Journalism and 

Mass Communication at the University of 

Colorado at Boulder. Kirsten's dissertation 

focuses on Drag King culture, and transgender 

representation in the media. 

  

Throughout Kirsten's professional and 

academic pursuits, she has always been 

passionate about and deeply committed to the 

GLBTQ communityôs struggle for political 

and cultural equality. Given her areas of 

expertise, she has a strong desire and ability to 

make a positive difference in the lives of 

LGBTQ individuals. 
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Aicila Lewis,  

Executive Director 

 

alewis@boulderpride.org 

Tel: (303) 499-5777 x1 

  

As a recent transplant to the Boulder area 

from Washington state, Aicila is still adjusting 

to the sunlight. A long time activist, she joined 

her first board in 2001 and immediately 

became co-chair of their annual health fair. 

She went on to serve on other boards, 

including the Legal Marriage Alliance of 

Washington and the Foundation for Sex 

Positive Culture. This led to opportunities for 

public speaking at local and regional 

conferences to disseminate basic information 

about the queer community and .on the the 

importance of equality. As first the Program 

Director, and later the Executive Director, of 

the Rainbow Center in Tacoma, Washington, 

she really learned what it means to work in a 

grassroots movement. She is excited to bring 

the benefit of these experiences to Boulder 

Pride and looks forward to learning about 

Boulder from your experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

Monica Menduno,  

Administrative Assistant  

 

monicam@boulderpride.org 

  

Tel: (303) 499-5777 x3  
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Boulder Pride's Board of Directors 

 

 
  

Casey Gallagher, President 

casey@boulderpride.org  

 

Casey attended his first Boulder Pride open meeting just a couple 

of weeks after moving here from New York City in the summer 

of 2003. Casey is a dermatologist with a private practice, Boulder 

Valley Center for Dermatology, in Lafayette. He enjoys hiking, 

reading fiction and playing bridge. 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Dave Ensign, Treasurer 

dave@boulderpride.org  

 

Dave Ensign develops broadband solutions and products as an 

Engineering Program Manager with Cisco, and has been in the 

computer and telecommunications business for 23 year. 

Originally from Wisconsin, Dave has lived in many places, 

including New Jersey and Belgium. He's been in Boulder since 

2004. Dave and his husband Mike, have been very active in 

GLBT causes for many years, and both enjoy working with 

Boulder Pride. In his leisure time, Dave enjoys running, 

traveling, music and communing with nature. 

 

 

 
  

Beth Smith, Secretary 

beth@boulderpride.org 

 

Beth A. Smith, M.A. is a psychotherapist, executive coach and 

organizational consultant. Beth holds Masters Degrees in 

Counseling Psychology: Contemplative Psychotherapy (Naropa 

University, 2006) and Organizational & Human Learning (The 

George Washington University, 2001). She has over 16 years of 

corporate management experience in senior and mid-level 

leadership roles at two Fortune 500 organizations. Beth is 

passionate about social justice issues, transgender and gender 

queer awareness and advocacy, LGBTQ youth and aging 

experiences and social entrepreneurship. She enjoys studying and 

practicing Buddhist teachings, hiking with her dogs, being a step-

parent to a fantastic teenager and living a full and rich life with 

her partner.  

  

mailto:%20casey@boulderpride.org
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Ever Costain, ever@boulderpride.org  

 

Ever Costain is a student of Indecisive Undergraduate Studies at 

CU Boulder, as well as a volunteer and board member of Boulder 

Pride. Ze was active in the OASOS youth program for much of 

the past 5 years, and has presented workshops on youth and 

transgender topics at a range of regional and national queer 

conferences. Besides activism, zir interests range from theoretical 

astrophysics to dodgeball to poetry to veganism to voraciously 

reading anything and everything.  

Ever joined the Boulder Pride board in October 2005, where ze 

has promoted youth empowerment and increased visibility and 

awareness of transgender and intersex causes. 

 

 
  

Cris Jones , cris@boulderpride.org 

 

More information coming soon. 

  

 

 

 

 
  

Marlon Reis, marlon@boulderpride.org 

 

Marlon Reis is a writer and a board game inventor. His special 

passions include animal activism, environmentalism, and 

Romantic literature. Having recently finished work on a 2-year 

board game endeavor, he is now looking forward to beginning 

work on a novel about animal intelligence. A native of Boulder, 

Marlon also holds a bachelor's degree in English from the 

Univerity of Colorado. 

  

 
  

Keith Robbins, keith@boulderpride.org  

 

Over the past several years Keith Robbins has served several not-

for-profit organizations in varying capacities from volunteer, 

trustee, board member, treasurer, and president. Keith joined the 

Boulder Pride Board in September of 2005, because he wanted to 

be part of an organization that promotes inclusion of LGBTQ 

people with the general community. ñI dream of the day when we 

are so included in society that the question of our sexuality is 

never asked.ò 

  

Keith grew up in Loveland, Colorado graduating from UNC with 

BS in Business Administration ï Finance with a Minor in 

Economics, and later earned an MBA in Finance and Accounting 

from Regis University. As for activities, he enjoys horseback 

riding, tennis, skiing (water and snow), hiking, biking, and travel. 

Oh, and letôs not forget golf! 

  

mailto:%20ever@boulderpride.org
mailto:cris@boulderpride.org
mailto:%20marlon@boulderpride.org
mailto:%20keith@boulderpride.org


 
  

Dominick Sekich, dominick@boulderpride.org 

 

Dominick Sekich is a lawyer focusing on commercial and 

corporate transactions. Dominick was born and raised in Boulder 

County, and now calls Boulder home, although he has spent a 

number of years living in other cities, both in the U.S. and 

abroad. He has served on the boards of several Colorado LGBT 

organizations, including the Colorado Legal Initiatives Project 

and The Center. Dominick has a passion for conservation issues 

and historic preservation and presently serves as a Trustee of the 

Colorado Historical Foundation and as Co-President of Historic 

Boulder, Inc. 

  

 
  

Joe Song, joe@boulderpride.org  

 

Joe Song is a web designer working at Web Ink. Prior to starting 

his own web design firm, he worked on the Referendum I 

campaign, fighting for domestic partnerships rights, in the 

Boulder field office. Joe worked collaboratively with the 

University of Colorado and local businesses and organizations in 

Boulder county to garner the highest support in the state for 

Referendum I. In 2007, Joe undertook thecomplete redesign and 

rebranding of Boulder Pride's website. He has served on the 

Boulder Pride board since January 2007. 

  

 
  

Melissa "Preston" Vaughn,  melissa@boulderpride.org 

 

More information coming soon. 

  

 
  

Amy Zuckerman  

amy@boulderpride.org 

 

Amy Zuckerman designs and leads management and leadership 

training for Harvard Business School Publishing. She has held 

similar positions with The Gallup Organization in Washington, 

DC and DigitalThink in San Francisco, CA. Amy earned her 

M.A. in Organization Development from the University of San 

Francisco and her undergraduate degree in English and Politics 

from Mount Holyoke College in Massachusetts. She has led 

diversity and cross-cultural training in a variety of organizations. 

She authored, with Dr. George Simons, the book "Sexual 

Oreintation in nthe Workplace: Gay Men, Lesbians, Bisexuals 

and Heterosexuals Working Together," (Sage Publications, 

1996). 

mailto:dominick@boulderpride.org
mailto:%20joe@boulderpride.org
mailto:melissa@boulderpride.org
mailto:amy@boulderpride.org


Programs 
 

Programs and Services 

Specifically, in order to achieve these goals, Boulder Pride provides the following 

programs and services 

 

Pride House Community Center: Provides a safe space for GLBTQ community 

groups to meet, and for hosting community empowerment and advocacy events. The 

Center is open and utilized seven days a week, both during the day and evening.  

  

Project Youth Empowerment (BOLD): Based on the ñbest practicesò resiliency 

model, the goal of Boulder Prideôs youth programming is to help youth thrive and 

flourish in their personal lives, and in the broader community, now and in the future. 

Prideôs accomplishes this by offering opportunities for leadership, social justice 

education and advocacy, volunteer opportunities, social events, and special projects.  

SpeakingOUT: SpeakingOUT is an established and successful all-volunteer GLBTQ 

educational speakersô bureau. SpeakingOUT conducts approximately 60 community 

speaking engagements annually in local high schools and college classrooms. 

SpeakingOUTôs mission is to cultivate awareness and understanding of GLBTQ lives 

and experiences.  

Smoke Free GLBT: Boulder Prideôs newest program, Smoke Free GLBTQ seeks to 

prevent initial use of tobacco by youth, significantly increase cessation among youth 

and adults, and to decrease secondhand smoke exposure to youth and adults. In order 

to address the tobacco industryôs aggressive target marketing to the GLBTQ 

community, a counter marketing campaign is also part of the strategic plan along with 

statewide advocacy for smoke free environments.  

Workplace Equality Project:   The mission of the Workplace Equality Project is to 

provide education for managers, human resources professionals, and employees at 

Boulder City and County organizations on (1) sexual orientation and gender identity 

prejudice (2) the Boulder Human Rights Ordinance and (3) recent Colorado 

Employment Non Discrimination (ENDA) legislation. These trainings will focus on 

creating work environments inclusive for GLBTQ employees and clients. The 

Workplace Equality Project is scheduled to launch in the second half of 2008. 

Youth Filmmaking Project : The Director's Journey, Boulder Pride's LGBTQ youth 

filmmaking and media literacy project, is a hands-on approach to media education 

which teaches the concepts of media literacy and theory though the process of 

scripting, shooting, editing and screening a movie. The ideas and methods contained 

within the curriculum are based in a belief that everyone has an amazing story to tell 

and a desire to empower students to have a voice in the global media dialogue.  

 



Issues Advocacy: Boulder Pride advocates on behalf of the local GLBTQ 

community, for legislative issues, that have a direct impact on the lives of GLBTQ 

individuals in Boulder County. Boulder Pride advocates on legislative issues at both 

the local and state levels. Recent advocacy work has included in-depth work on 

domestic partnership legislation and Employment Non-Discrimination.  

Social Events for the LGTBQ Community: In an ongoing effort to build 

community by bringing together diverse persons within and outside of the queer 

community, Boulder Pride has a very robust events and activities calendar. Boulder 

Pride and its queer community partners average 15-20 activities and events per 

month. Some events are educational and feature guest speakers, workshops, films, 

lecture series. Other events are more social and feature concerts, dances, and 

potlucks.  

Community Alliances and Coalitions Building: Due to the volume and complexity 

of issues that arise, Boulder Pride partners with local GLBTQ and allied 

organizations to strengthen the social justice work done in the community. Recent 

collaborations have focused on large community rallies, and developing a list of 

GLBTQ culturally competent front line service providers.  

GLBTQ Communications Program: Pride currently offers a weekly ñeò newsletter, 

which features all GLBTQ news in Boulder County. This comprehensive electronic 

newsletter is delivered to 2,500 persons. Pride has also developed an ñactivist alertò 

email list, which mobilizes community members on short notice. Boulder Pride also 

has a website, and has received a grant this year, to update and expand its site. Pride 

is also in the process of developing a comprehensive publicity plan.  

Volunteer Program: The scope of Boulder Prideôs work cannot be accomplished 

without the support of hundreds of volunteer hours. Pride has a growing volunteer 

program, and currently has between 5 to 7 college students working at Pride and 

receiving service learning credit. Pride is planning for its first college intern this 

summer. Pride also has numerous community volunteers who help with 

administrative tasks, publicity, events, and programming.  



News 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                  Contact: Kirsten Spielmann 

February 28, 2008             (303) 499-5777 

 Kirsten@boulderpride.org 

 

Boulder Pride spearheads and completes the first ñLast Dragò smoking 

cessation class for lesbian, bi and transgender women in the United States 

       

Boulder Pride trailblazes new ground in its commitment to provide LGBTQ 

culturally competent tobacco cessation programming for its constituents 

 

 

BOULDER, CO ï Boulder Pride, Colorado stateôs second largest gay, lesbian, 

bisexual, transgender and queer/questioning (GLBTQ) advocacy and empowerment 

organization, is proud to announce the successful completion of the first-ever women 

only ñLast Dragò smoking cessation class. The class, which attracted a high number 

of participants, is the first of its kind to be offered in the United States. 

 

 

According to national research findings, the GLBT community is approximately 40% 

to 70% more likely to smoke than non GLBT individuals. Tobacco kills more GLBT 

people every year than AIDS, alcohol, car accidents, suicides, illegal drugs, 

homicides, and fires combined. 

 

 

ñBoulder Pride is just thrilled we are able to offer this type of innovative 

programming to our community members,ò states Kirsten Spielmann, Boulder Pride 

Interim Executive Director. Spielmann continues, ñWhen we saw the numbers 

indicating high tobacco use rates among women in our community, we knew we had 

to take action.ò Spielmann adds, ñUnderstanding the cultural history of our 

community, we designed our class to be about friendships, openness and 

unconditional group support. Some cessation classes are high pressure, judgmental 

and rather punitive in their approach and we didnôt want to create that kind of 

atmosphere. What Boulder Pride sincerely hopes is this class was able to save lives.ò  

 

 

Based on "Freedom from Smoking" offered by the American Lung Association and 

designed by the California LGBT Tobacco Education Partnership, ñThe Last Dragò is 

a GLBT culturally competent eight week smoking cessation class designed for 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and HIV + smokers, which started in San 

Francisco, California. 

 

 

Due to the high rates of lesbian, bisexual female and transgender women smokers in 

Boulder County, as determined from an extensive community needs assessment 

performed last year, Boulder Pride decided to hold the first ever women only ñLast 



Dragò class. The class was designed specifically for lesbian, bisexual, transgender 

identified and heterosexual allied women in mind.  

 

 

The first class, which started right after the New Year, was comprised of 14 lesbian, 

bisexual, questioning and straight ally women participants from Boulder County, who 

came together to quit tobacco. The classôs official meetings concluded on Tuesday, 

February 26 with a potluck dinner to celebrate the successes of the women in the 

group. The class participants, some of whom had smoked for over 40 years, have 

already made plans to get together again in the near future to provide each other with 

extra support as they continue their quest to rid their lives of tobacco. Class 

participants figured out they had smoked a total of 216 years collectively. In an extra 

effort, to make sure ñLast Dragò participants ñstay quit,ò Boulder Pride is sponsoring 

the group to attend a yoga class and to also participate in a sensory gourmet food 

night. The sensory celebration will be led by a professional chef who will discuss the 

importance of having healthy taste buds. The women will be invited to taste a range 

of gourmet foods and celebrate their improved sense of taste since quitting tobacco. 

 

 

The Last Drag classes were led by a professional lesbian counselor who lives in 

Boulder and the classes were funded through a state grant administered through the 

GLBT Center of Colorado as part of its SmokeFree GLBT initiative. SmokeFree 

GLBT is a statewide effort to reduce chronic disease and death directly related to 

tobacco use in the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender communities in Colorado. 

Learn more about all SmokeFree GLBT tobacco programs in Colorado at 

www.smokefreeglbt.org. Boulder Pride hopes to hold another ñLast Dragò class in the 

future. 

 

 

For more information about Boulder Pride's SmokeFree GLBT program or future 

ñLast Dragò classes please contact Boulder Pride at 303-499-5777 

kirsten@boulderpride.org. 

 

 

ABOUT BOULDER PRIDE: 

 

Our Vision is to cultivate a visible, inclusive, and empowered Lesbian, Gay, 

Bisexual, Transgender, Queer/Questioning Community in order to achieve equality, 

respect, and wellbeing for all LGBTQ people in Boulder County. 

 

Our Mission is to foster safe environments for our community for gathering, support, 

self-expression, and the exchange of ideas; to advocate for social justice; to build 

collaborative relationships within the community at large; to celebrate the uniqueness, 

diversity, and contributions of our community; to provide direct services for both 

youth and adults; and to educate the public and the LGBTQ community about the 

issues and concerns affecting our lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

# # # 

 

 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE           Contact: Eugene Pearson 

(720) 317-6388 

      genopearson@gmail.com 

  

FIRST HOMOPHOBIC ATTACK IN US CONGRESS RACE  

-Fitz-Gerald campaign worker says Polis should stay in closet- 

 

 

BOULDER  ï Boulder Pride and other LGBT organizations are asking US 

Congressional candidate Joan Fitz-Gerald to rebuke homophobic remarks and ask Jim 

Hudson, a campaign volunteer and Vice-President of the veterans activist group 

Colorado Veterans for America, to publicly apologize for the recent homophobic 

attack of fellow candidate Jared Polis. 

 

 

The group, Colorado Veteranôs for America, attacked US congressional candidate, 

Jared Polis in a telephone call to the Denver Post on Saturday January 26th because 

Jared Polis is gay. Jim Hudson, the Vice President of the Colorado Veterans for 

America and Fitz-Gerald campaign worker working at the campaign office, suggested 

that Jared Polis, a US congressional candidate, should just stay in the closet. The 

CVA has endorsed Fitz-Gerald in the upcoming congressional race. 

 

 

Polis was quoted as saying, ñI expected homophobic attacks. When someone runs for 

office, one opens oneself up to all sorts of criticisms. I thought this kind of attack 

might surface in the general election, not the democratic primary.ò  

 

 

Hudson said, ñHe says, that he (Polis) has to ñtellò that heôs gay. I can tell you, when 

I served in Vietnam, I served with many gays, and was honored to do so. And they 

didnôt feel compelled to make an issue of their orientation, because, I presume, that 

they thought it was more important that they serve their country.ò 

 

 

Casey Gallagher, current President of Boulder Pride stated, "LGBT Americans should 

not have to choose between serving their country and being true to their self-

identities. No other minority group is effectively asked to deny who they are in order 

to join the military, but 'Don't Ask Don't Tell' forces that painful and artificial choice 

on our community. Mr. Hudson should understand how bigoted this broken policy is. 

Unfortunately, his comments only reinforce the divisive and cynical underpinnings of 

'Don't Ask, Don't Tell.' On behalf of Boulder Pride, I ask Senator Fitz-Gerald to 

repudiate the comments unequivocally.ò 

 

 

ñThis kind of closed-minded opinion implies that gays and lesbians should not live 

their lives as who they really are,ò said Sonya Lewis, Immediate Past President of 

Boulder pride and current LGBTQ representative to the City of Boulder Inclusiveness 

committee. 

 

 



At a Boulder debate on Sunday January 27th, Fitz-Gerald was asked by Lewis if she 

would apologize for the actions of her campaign staff and dismiss the worker. Fitz-

Gerald refused and stated that she has a gay-friendly record.  

 

Eugene Pearson, former Boulder City Council candidate and Boulder Pride Vice-

President said, ñThis kind of comment is gay baiting and indicates the Fitz-Gerald 

campaign may be using Polisôs sexual orientation to gain some kind of advantage 

against him. Fitz-Gerald has availed herself of opportunities to support and advance 

issues of gays and lesbians, which makes Hudson's comments all the more 

remarkable & reproachable. A true ally of the LGBTQ community would rebuke the 

statement and take this as an opportunity for a learning moment.ò 

 

 

For more information, Contact:  

Casey Gallagher ï (303)243-4181,   tcaseygallagher@yahoo.com 

Eugene Pearson - (720) 317-6388, genopearson@gmail.com 

 

 

ABOUT BOULDER PRIDE: Boulder Prideôs mission is to cultivate an empowered 

and inclusive lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer community in order to 

achieve equality, respect, and well-being for all LGBTQ people in Boulder County. 

Our programs and services include Pride House, the LGBTQ Community Center of 

Boulder County; Speaking Out; Pride Fest and other events; and advocacy on issues 

of concern to the LGBT community. 

 

# # # 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Media contact: 

Kirsten Spielmann, Boulder Pride 

303-499-5777 x2 

kirsten@boulderpride.org 

 

Boulder Pride celebrates same sex friendship and love at the fabulous Red Party 

 

(Boulder, COðJanuary 28, 2008) ïBoulder Pride is hosting its sixth annual 

community wide dance and fundraising event recently renamed, ñThe Red Party.ò 

The Eros themed Red Party invites members of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender, queer (LGBTQ) and straight allied community to come together to 

celebrate love, commitment, relationships and friendships. 

 

This dynamic event will feature a fabulous silent auction, live disco band, gourmet 

food and drink, and a VIP love lounge. ñThe Red Partyò is open to the public and 

proceeds will help Boulder Pride realize its mission, which is to achieve equality, 

respect, and well -being for all lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) 

people in Boulder County 

 

ñThis celebratory and LGBTQ affirming event is a fantastic way to cherish our 

relationships and dance the night away at the same time,ò states Boulder Pride Interim 

Executive Director Kirsten Spielmann.ò Spielmann adds, ñeveryone, gay or straight, 

is welcome at this dance and we can celebrate our love and friendship together.ò 

 

Renowned Denver based party band, Disco Mountain, will heat up the dance floor 

with their beloved red hot disco classics. When event revelers take a break from 

dancing, they will have the chance to sip on red cocktails, nosh on decadent desserts, 

flirt with cupids, relax in the Eros lounge, get professional photos taken, and bid for 

fabulous items at the silent auction. 

 

The Red Party will be held on Saturday, February 2, 2008, from 8pm to midnight, at 

the beautiful Rembrandt Yard Event Center located at 1301 Spruce Street. All 

GLBTQ and GLBTQ allied persons 18 and over are welcome to attend. General 

Admission Tickets $25.00 per person, VIP Tickets $50.00 per person, Student Tickets 

$20.00 per person. 

 

Three Ways to Buy Tickets: 

 

1. By calling Sheri at (303) 499-5777x2 

2. Stop by the Boulder Pride House  

 2132 14th Street Monday -Friday  

 between the hours of 10:00am- 4:00pm 

3. Buy Online. www.boulderpride.org  

 (Online tickets are available until Wed, January 30
th
 at 5pm.  

   After January 30th, tickets can be purchased at the door.) 

 

For more information, contact Boulder Pride at (303) 499-5777  

or visit www.boulderpride.org. 
# # # 
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Not For Immediate Release       Contact:  

Annie Alexander, Ph.D.  

Organizational Consultant 

dranniealex@comcast.net 

303-746-6176  

Boulder Pride on the Move With Motivated Board and Programming 

 

Boulder, CO, December 17, 2007: Boulder Pride, a local non-profit community 

service center for the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender (GLBT) populations of 

Boulder County and beyond, is pleased to announce a new board president and the 

addition of three new board members to its organization. 

 

Dr. Casey Gallagher recently became the President of the Board of Directors. Dr. 

Gallagher, a dermatologist, has been on the board for four years and has readily 

stepped up as the boardôs spokesperson and director. He is an activist in GLBT 

politics of Boulder County and also participates on the Board of Directors of BCAP, 

the Boulder County Aids Project. Dr. Gallagher is also the Treasurer of the Boulder 

County Medical Society and the Treasurer of the Boulder Valley Independent 

Physicians Association 

 

Dr. Gallagher is pleased to welcome three new Board Members to Boulder Pride: 

Beth A. Smith, M.A., Cris Jones, B.A. and Amy Zuckerman, M.A.  

 

Beth A. Smith, M.A., is a Boulder psychotherapist, executive coach and 

organizational consultant. Ms. Smith has expertise in the psychosocial experiences of 

the queer youth and transgender communities. She received her Masterôs degree in 

Organizational and Human Learning from The George Washington University and 

another Masterôs degree in Counseling Psychology and Contemplative Psychotherapy 

from Naropa University.  

 

Cris Jones, B.A., is currently a Transportation Planner for the City of  Boulder and is 

responsible for maintaining and improving the integrity of the Community Transit 

Network (CTN). Mr. Jones graduated from the University of Colorado at Boulder 

with a Bachelorôs degree in Environmental Design and has a special interest in 

Boulder Prideôs financial development and organizational sustainability.  

 

Amy Zuckerman, M.A., is a Senior Implementation Services Manager for Harvard 

Business School Publishing as well as an organizational consultant. Ms. Zuckerman 

is co-author of a guide to sexual-orientation sensitivity training in the workplace. She 

holds a Masterôs degree in Organizational Development from the University of San 

Francisco and focused her thesis on lesbian executives. 

 

With the addition of Ms. Smith, Mr. Jones and Ms. Zuckerman, the Boulder Pride 

Board of Directors gains expertise in three critical areas: organizational management; 

GLBT youth and transgender services; and advocacy for sexual-orientation 

workplace diversity. These skill-based assets will help build a more robust 

organization and create new opportunities for programming, advocacy and 

community-empowerment events. 

 

The board would like to add further representation from the transgender, lesbian and 

bisexual communities. Potential board members may contact Boulder Pride at: 303-

499-5777 or they may contact organizational consultant, Dr. Annie Alexander at: 

303-746-6176, annie@boulderpride.org 

 



Dr. Gallagher hopes to build on Boulder Prideôs strong history of service and 

advocacy for the local GLBT and allied community. Priorities for 2008 include 

expanding the visibility of the GLBT community and inaugurating a workplace-

diversity training curriculum for local employers. The Board will further clarify its 

goals for the coming year at its annual retreat, slated for January 12, 2008. 

 

Boulder Pride has also hired Sheri Hink, B.S., as the new Tobacco Program Manager 

for the Smoke Free Initiative and the new Community Center Coordinator for 

Boulder Pride. She comes to Colorado from the Nebraska Community Foundation 

where she served as a Research Coordinator, focusing on community outreach, event 

management, grant writing and revenue development. Ms. Hink will be the face of 

Boulder Pride for the Tobacco Cessation Initiative and will assist with development 

efforts, grant writing and the management of a volunteer corps. 

 

She will also be coordinating with Board Member Amy Zuckerman in order to 

deliver sexual orientation and cultural competent gender identity training to Boulder 

County employers. Ms. Hink is currently pursuing a Masterôs of Sociology with 

emphasis in Applied Community and Economic Development through the through 

the Adlai E. Stevenson II Center for Community and Economic Development at 

Illinois State University. 

Currently Boulder Pride is currently offering several programs for community 

participation. One such program is called ñThe Last Dragò, a culturally competent 

GLBT smoking cessation class. Classes start in Boulder on January 8, 2008 from 6:00 

to 8:00 pm at the Boulder Pride House, located at 2132 14th Street, Boulder, CO. 

Based on "Freedom from Smoking", offered by the 

 

American Lung Association, The Last Drag is a smoking cessation class designed for 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and HIV-Positive smokers, which started in San 

Francisco, CA. Due to the high rates of GLBT female smokers in Boulder County as 

found from an extensive community needs assessment performed last year, this 

inaugural class is intended for lesbian, bi and transgender identified women in 

Boulder County. Check out the website for more details: www.boulderpride.org or 

contact Boulder Pride at: 303-499-5777. 

Boulder Pride also boasts a youth filmmaking project under the heading of BOLD, 

Boulder OUT 

 

Leadership Development, formerly the Project Youth Empowerment. This is a 

program for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, youth (LGBTQ) youth between the 

ages of 13 and 24. The program offers opportunities in leadership development and 

community service, as well as social activities and is based on the resiliency model 

that focuses on personal strength building. To learn more about this program and the 

many opportunities offered to LGBTQ youth, check the website calendar at: 

www.boulderpride.org 

 

Dr. Gallagher hopes to build on Boulder Prideôs strong history of service and 

advocacy for the local GLBT and allied community. Priorities for 2008 include 

expanding the visibility of the GLBT community and inaugurating a workplace-

diversity training curriculum for local employers. The Board will further clarify its 

goals for the coming year at its annual retreat, slated for January 12, 2008. 

 

# # #  

 

 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                  Contact: Christine Berg 

(304) 499-5777 

christine@boulderpride.org 

 

BOULDERôS GAY COMMUNITY TO BRING PEARL STREET ALIVE 

- Fifth annual PrideFest is bigger and better than ever! - 

 

BOULDER ïï It wonôt be your typical day on the Pearl Street Mall, no doubt about 

it.  Once again, Boulderôs lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) community 

will be raising the roof on the cityôs downtown promenade during the annual 

PrideFest Block Party, presented by Boulder Pride. 

 

The Block Party celebrates the lives and local contributions of LGBT people, their 

families and allies. This yearôs event is slated for Saturday, September 8 from 

11:00 am to 6:00 pm on the Pearl Street Mall and the Boulder County Courthouse 

lawn. 

 

ñPrideFest gets bigger and better every year,ò said Boulder Pride interim Executive 

Director, Kristen Spielmann, ñand this year weôre covering two blocks of the mall. 

We love producing this event.  Itôs incredible to see the LGBT community gather 

together to celebrate our diversity and show that weôre an important part of the social 

fabric of Boulder.  And itôs just a ton of fun.ò 

 

The Block Party will feature dozens of booths for community groups, artists and 

businesses, along with an amazing roster of LGBT performers.  Boulderôs own Daniel 

Lucio and KID AKIMBO will have crowds grooving to their mélange of Brazilian 

music, blues, disco, and funk, while the Skye Downing Band, Disco Mountain, DJ 

RIPM, and Dear Marsha will fill the mall with danceable favorites.  None other than 

Nuclia Waste, the Mistress of Ceremonies, will emcee the event, bringing her special 

blend of day-glo fashions and inimitable wit to the proceedings. 

 

Professional massage therapists will help revelers loosen up in the ñHelping Hands 

for Prideò booth.  And, in recognition of the many Boulder County families headed 

by LGBT parents, the Block Party will feature activities just for kids, including face 

painting, art projects, and hula hoop making.This yearôs PrideFest will also feature a 

Story Core booth, where LBGT individuals can share their lives and experiences on 

film, and the event will also feature an illegal marriage booth, where same sex 

couples can be ñwedò by a ñpriestò and will be given a marriage certificate indicating 

over 1,000 legal rights and protections not currently available to them. 

 

Festivities will continue into the night at the ñBlock Party After Dark,ò hosted by the 

Redfish Brewhouse (2027 13th Street), with live music from Disco Mountain from 

6:00 to 10:00 pm. 

 

The PrideFest Block Party will be free and open to the public.  The event is made 

possible through the generous support of numerous community sponsors including 

the City of Boulder Human Relations Commission, Roche Colorado, Protos Pizza, 

Morrison, Brown, Argiz & Farra CPAS, Café of Life, Boulder Valley Center for 

Dermatology, Vermilion, Mountain Sun Pub and Brewery, Art and Soul Gallery, 

Buffalo Exchange, Out Front Colorado, Daily Camera, Redstone Catering, and 

Mikeôs Camera.  

 

For more information, contact Boulder Pride at (303) 499-5777 or visit 

boulderpride.org. 

# # # 



 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE              Contact: Kirsten Spielmann 

         (304) 499-5777 

kirsten@boulderpride.org 

                   
They're chicks with schticks, itôs The Kinsey Sicks! 

World famous singing Drag Queens and sexy local  

Drag Kings kick off Boulder Prideôs Block Party weekend 

 

 

BOULDER, COðThe Kinsey Sicks are coming to Boulder for one night only after 

sold-out runs in Europe. For well over a decade, The Kinsey Sicks, America's 

Favorite Dragapella Beautyshop Quartet, have served up a feast of music and comedy 

to audiences across the United States and in Europe. Combining award winning a 

cappella singing, sharp satire and over-the-top drag, The Kinsey Sicks have 

developed a large and loyal following. 

 

 

For the past five years, Boulder Pride has hosted PRIDEFEST, an annual Block Party, 

on the Pearl St. Mall in September. Boulder PRIDEFEST has grown rapidly and this 

year the Kinsey Sicks, will kick off Boulder Pridefest with a rollicking drag benefit 

concert held at the Fox Theatre on Thursday, September 6th.   

 

 

ñDrag culture, has historically, been a visible and important part of the LGBTQ 

community. Many local drag troupes are community minded and full of heart and 

raise money for charities and non-profit organizations. This event will keep that 

historical tradition aliveò says Boulder Pride Interim Executive Director Kirsten 

Spielmann. She adds, ñProceeds raised from the benefit show will go to support 

Boulder Prideôs important community programs that work to cultivate a visible, 

inclusive, and empowered lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/questioning 

(LGBTQ) Community in order to achieve equality, respect, and well-being for all 

LGBTQ people in Boulder County.ò 

 

 

The Kinsey Sicks, in their colorful Kennedy-era cocktail dresses and with their witty 

banter and clever songs are described as ñbarbershop meets Barbarella.ò These arenôt 

your average singersðtheir superintelligent lyrics, fabulous harmonies, and 

imaginative parodies will entertain from start to encore.  The Kinsey Sicks have 

produced and starred in their off-Broadway performance, Dragapella, at New York's 

Studio 54. Their performance received a nomination for a Lucille Lortel award (an 

off-Broadway Tony) for Best Musical of 2001 and a Drama Desk award nomination 

for Best Lyrics. With 10 years of entertaining audiences behind them, Winnie (Irwin 

Keller), Rachel (Ben Schatz), Trixie (Maurice Kelly), and Trampolina (Chris Dilley) 

continue to shock, delight and seduce their legions of fans. 

 

 

 ñWe are especially delighted to come to Boulder for Pride, ñsays Ben/Rachel of the 

Sicks, ñnot only because we understand that people there are particularly tasteless and 

lacking in judgment, but also because we didnôt have enough time to sleep with 

everyone when we were in Denver last time.ò  

 



 

Kinsey Sicks was founded in 1993 by a group of refugees from successful careers as 

professionals and activists. Original member Ben Schatz ("Rachel") is a Harvard-

trained civil rights lawyer and former director of the National Gay and Lesbian 

Medical Association. Schatz created the first national AIDS legal project and 

authored Clinton's HIV policy during the 1992 presidential campaign. Irwin Keller 

("Winnie") is a University of Chicago-trained lawyer and linguist and former director 

of the AIDS Legal Referral Panel of the San Francisco Bay area. Keller authored 

Chicago's gay rights ordinance, passed into law in 1989. Actor/singer/theater educator 

Chris Dilley ("Trampolina") joined the group in 1998 and actor/singer Jeff Manabat 

("Trixie"), a veteran San Francisco performer, was added to the group in 2004. 

 

 

The Front Rangeôs premier gender illusion troupe, TransZend, will open the 

rollicking drag benefit show, where sexy Drag Kings, Hunter Down, Jasper Nova, 

Starr Masters, and Elvis will take the stage.   

 

 

Among the dazzled critics are Michael Musto of the Village Voice (ñLoved it!ò), Liz 

Smith (ñGet thyself to óDragapella!ôò), Billboard Magazine (ñOne of the more 

uniquely original acts we have encounteredò), The New York Times (ñThe hottest 

ticket in townò), and Variety (ñInventive ... riotously funny ... sublimeò).  

The show is sponsored by The Fox Theatre, Studio 3 Design, Boulder Outlook Hotel 

and Suites, Mile Hi Travel Network, Mikeôs Camera, BCAP, CU LGBT Resource 

Center.   

 

 

Kinsey Sicks perform Thursday, September 6
th
 at the Fox Theatre at 8pm.Tickets: 

$22 General Admission, $15 for students with valid ID and $50 for VIP lounge. To 

charge tickets by phone, call (303) 443-3399. Online tickets available at fox 

theatre.com. For students w/ valid ID, $15 tickets are available at Albums on the Hill, 

Bartôs CDôs and Twist and Shout in Denver.  For more information and for 

interviewing the Kinseyôs, call Kirsten at Boulder Pride, 303-499-5777 or e-mail 

kirsten@boulderpride.org  
 
 
 

ABOUT BOULDER PRIDE:  Boulder Prideôs mission is to cultivate an empowered 

and inclusive lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer community in order to 

achieve equality, respect, and well-being for all LGBTQ people in Boulder County.  

Our programs and services include Pride House, the LGBTQ Community Center of 

Boulder County; Speaking Out; PrideFest and other events; and advocacy on issues of 

concern to the LGBT community. 
 

# # # 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE              Contact: Kirsten Spielmann  

(304) 499-5777 x2 

kirsten@boulderpride.org 

  

 Boulder Pride helping local gay, lesbian, bisexual transgender (GLBT)  

   community butt out big tobacco 
 

 

BOULDER ï (September 3, 2007) With one of the highest rates of smoking among 

social minority populations, the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) 

community is also one of the most underserved in terms of research and programs. A 

California tobacco use study of the LGBT community, found that the LGBT 

Community is approximately 40-70% more likely to smoke than non-GLBT 

individuals. Because smoking rates are higher among gay people than the population 

in general, the LGBT community is at an increased risk for smoking-related illnesses, 

including cancer, emphysema and heart disease. 

 
While mainstream tobacco research and prevention programs exist, little has been 

done to address the growing disparities within the LGBT community. For example, 

the California study also indicates that lesbians smoke approximately three times 

more than women in general. And, a 2006 study conducted among nine designated 

AIDS treatment Centers (DACS) and five adult healthcare centers found that 59.4% 

of patients living with HIV/AIDS also smoked. That rate is almost three times the rate 

of the general population.  

 
"Smoking kills more gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender individuals than hate 

crimes, suicide and AIDS combined, "states Kirsten Spielmann, Interim Executive 

Director of Boulder Pride. She adds, ñMore lesbians die of lung cancer than breast 

cancer and individuals who smoke when infected with HIV progress to full-blown 

AIDS more rapidly.  Our community needs to recognize the fact that tobacco equals 

death and treat smoking as we do all threats to our collective well-being.ò 

 

For the past year, Boulder Prideôs, new program, Smoke Free GLBT, has been raising 

awareness in Boulder County about the devastating effects of tobacco on the gay 

community and, to coincide with New Year 2008, they will be offering a free, 

professionally and GLBT facilitated eight week óLast Dragô support group for lesbian 

and bi identified women who want to quit.  

 

Over the past several months, Boulder Prideôs Smoke Free LGBT program, has 

created and performed a Smoke Free GLBT community action theatre project, handed 

out over 800 queer quit smoking kits, assembled a Smoke Free GLBT Street Outreach 

Volunteer team, and had a Gay American Smoke Out booth at Boulder Pridefest.  

 

Anyone interested in volunteering in various capacities for the Smoke Free GLBT 

program, or wanting more information on the Boulder Pride óLast Dragô cessation 

classes starting in early January 2008, please contact Kirsten Spielmann, 303-499-

5777x2 or Kirsten@boulderpride.org 

 

 

# # #  
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELE ASE             Contact: Kirsten Spielmann  

(304) 499-5777 x2 

kirsten@boulderpride.org 

 

 

Fierce and fabulous comedian Margaret Cho  

to greet members of Boulder LGBTQ community  

 

       

Boulder, CO-- June 1, 2007 - Boulder Pride is pleased to announce it is offering its 

constituents VIP tickets to the historic True Colors equality tour at Red Rocks, with 

premier seats in the second and fourth rows, and a special post-show mixer with True 

Colors tour headliners including gay and gay affirmative iconic performers such as 

Margaret Cho, Cyndi Lauper, Deborah Harry of Blondie, and Erasure. All VIP ticket 

proceeds will go to benefit Boulder Prideôs programs.  

 
Stand-up comedian Margaret Cho will emcee the historic music event for lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT) equality. A champion of gay rights, racial equality 

and feminism, Cho was described as a "sequined comic love child of Benny Hill and 

Gloria Steinem" by Helen Razer in The Age. The New York Times called her "equal 

parts inspired clown, committed advocate and ferocious Republican-baiter." 

 

The True Colors tour, was first conceived by gay affirmative pop star Cyndi Lauper 

stemming from her desire to give back to the GLBT community for the love and 

support they have given to her throughout her career. The True Colors Tour will bring 

together Americans across the country to voice their solidarity against discrimination 

and for equality and raise public awareness about the issues facing the LGBT 

community. One dollar of every ticket sold will benefit the work of the Human Rights 

campaign, one of the nationôs leading LGBT advocacy organizations. Local LGBT 

organizations, like Boulder Pride, will also receive proceeds from the shows.  

 

ñBoulder Pride is thrilled to be able to offer this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 

members of the local LGBT community. VIP ticket holders will be able to support 

Boulder Pride, enjoy an amazing show, and meet fabulous LGBT and LGBT 

affirmative stars like Margaret Cho,ò states Boulder Pride Board President Sonya 

Lewis. She adds, ñtrailblazing individuals like Margaret Cho have won prestigious 

awards from many national organizations for making a significant difference in 

promoting equal rights for all, regardless of race, sexual orientation or gender 

identity." 

 

Boulder Pride VIP True Colors tickets include premier 2
nd

 and 4
th
 row seats and a 

special post show mixer with Margaret Cho, Cyndi Lauper, and members of Erasure. 

Tickets are on sale now at the Boulder Pride House, 2132, 14
th
 Street, Boulder. Call 

Kirsten Spielmann at Boulder Pride, 303-499-5777, to purchase tickets. 

 

The Mission of Boulder Pride is to cultivate a visible, inclusive, and empowered 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer/Questioning (LGBTQ) Community in 

order to achieve equality, respect, and well-being for all LGBTQ people in Boulder 

County.  

 

# # # 
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 HATE CRIME IN BOULDER RESULTS IN CALL TO ACTION  

 

 

BOULDER, CO-- February 21, 2007 - Police are investigating an assault against a 

lesbian woman as a possible hate crime.  Two men had made sexual comments at the 

woman which she rejected by telling them that she was a lesbian.  One man then beat 

her ï continuing to kick her even after she fell.  The 21-year-old female victim from 

Boulder was transported to Boulder Community Hospital with severe facial injuries 

which required stitches and resulted her eye swelling shut. 

   

 

 An incidence of anti-gay violence threatens the sense of safety of the entire LGBTQ 

community by contributing to an increased awareness of vulnerability. It's very 

important to recognize hate motivated violence as a hate-crime to ensure 

accountability and to validate an individual victim and an entire communities' 

concern and fear about the possibility of future attacks. 

   

 

 Boulder Pride is committed to confronting hate within our community.  The 

organization will be holding a community march commencing at 5:00 p.m. on Friday 

February 23 at the Boulder Pride Community Center located at 2132 14th Street, 

Boulder, CO 80302 and continuing to 13th Street and Canyon Boulevard ï the site of 

the assault.  The march will end with a rally at the City of Boulder Building at 

Canyon Boulevard and Broadway Street. 

 

 

Police investigate second degree assault 

 

 

 The Boulder Police Department (BPD) is investigating a second degree assault that 

occurred just before 3 a.m. today in the area of 13th Street and Canyon Boulevard. 

 Police are investigating this assault as a possible hate crime.   

   

 

 At about 2:50 a.m., police received a call from a woman who said she had been the 

victim of an assault.  She was unable to tell dispatchers where she was and the 

department had to use the Global Positioning System (GPS) in her cell phone to 

locate her.  Officers later located the scene of the assault near 13th Street and Canyon 

Boulevard.        

   

 

 

 

http://us.f354.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=sonya@boulderpride.org
http://www.boulderpride.org/


 The 21-year-old victim from Boulder was transported to Boulder Community 

Hospital with facial injuries amounting to serious bodily injury.   

   

 

 The victim has told investigators that two men she met on the Pearl Street Mall made 

some sexual comments to her after she offered them a place to stay for the night.  She 

stated that she rejected their comments, indicating to them that she was gay.  Shortly 

thereafter, she said, one of the men punched her and then began kicking her when she 

fell. She reported that the other man told the assailant to stop, but that he did not 

physically intervene. 

 

   

The victim has described the suspects as white males between 18 and 21 years old, 

approximately 5'7" tall and skinny.  One male had blond hair down to his chin, in a 

"Beatles-style" cut, and was wearing a dark hooded sweatshirt; the other had short 

dark hair and was wearing a dress shirt with a sequined tie.  He also had Mardi Gras 

beads around his neck.  She believes this second male had a name that began with the 

letter "D."  Both men were wearing baggy jeans.  The victim believes the men stated 

that they were from California.      

   

 

 Anyone with information about this crime or the suspects is asked to contact the 

BPD Investigations Division at (303) 441-3330. Those with information regarding the 

identity of the suspects and who wish to remain anonymous should contact Boulder 

County Crime Stoppers at (303) 440-STOP (7867).  Tips can also be submitted via 

the Crime Stoppers Web site at www.crimeshurt.com <http://www.crimeshurt.com/>.  

 

 

Those submitting tips that lead to the arrest and filing of charges on a suspect may be 

eligible for a cash reward of up to $1,000 from Boulder County Crime Stoppers.   

  

 

 

                                                                 # # # 
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Daily Camera, County News: Friday, October 12, 2007  

By Alyssa Urish, Camera Staff Writer 

Couple marks Coming Out Day 

Duo says they wrestle with same issues as heterosexuals 

 

 

 

 

 

         Photo by Sammy Dallal 

        Angela Palermo, left, and Sandra Azcarate  

 pose for a portrait at the University of 

              Colorado's Norlin Quadrangle. 

Sandra Azcarate has never considered herself "mainstream." 

She listens to The Ramones and The Sex Pistols, likes artsy movies and intellectual 

conversations and grew up in Peru ð so there are a lot of aspects of American society 

she says she'll never understand. 

She said she hoped to find a place in the Denver area's GLBT community but was 

disappointed to find that most of the people she met were "just as mainstream as 

everyone else." 

Then she met Angela Palermo, a transsexual woman who shared her love of punk-

rock bands and political issues. 

Azcarate and Palermo have been together for three years now, but both had 

heterosexual relationships in the past. Both said it was often easier to be in a "socially 

acceptable" relationship ð but that the most important part is being themselves. 

That's the message behind National Coming Out Day, which marked its 20th 

anniversary Thursday. 

The day isn't just about coming out of the closet, said Kirsten Spielmann, executive 

director of Boulder Pride. 

"It's really about honoring the thousands and thousands of GLBT individuals who are 

out and living their lives out every day," Spielmann said. "That's not easy in a society 

that's been historically homo-bi-trans-phobic." 

Even Boulder, considered liberal, doesn't feel safe for one University of Colorado 

transsexual male who declined to be identified in fear for his safety. 

"I have an actual, true, legitimate fear of being beat up, or worse," he said of coming 

out for the second time ð this time as a transsexual man. The first time was as a 

lesbian, at age 14. 



At 23, after nearly two years of hormone treatments, he appears from the outside to 

be in a "normal," heterosexual relationship with his female partner. He said, however, 

that he is now very aware of what he calls "heterosexual privilege." 

"You can walk down the street holding hands or give your partner a kiss in public 

without people yelling at you, calling you names or throwing things at you," he said. 

Palermo and Azcarate have given up that "privilege" but agree that it's prevalent. 

"When I was with my wife and we were a heterosexual couple," Palermo said, 

speaking of her days as a biological male, "we could hold hands and we could kiss 

and nobody really batted an eye." 

Azcarate said people were more willing to commiserate with her on relationship 

problems when she was dating a man. 

"I'm very lucky that I have straight friends that I can talk to, but there are others who, 

if you do that, they get uncomfortable and say it's not the same," she said. 

Now, the couple doesn't worry about what others may think, though they say they do 

receive the occasional comment or disapproving glance. 

To most people, however, Palermo and Azcarate are just a regular lesbian couple 

because, luckily, according to Palermo, she passes as a woman after years of hormone 

therapy and a surgery. "Trans" women are often victims of violence, especially by 

straight men, Palermo said. 

Palermo said even within the GLBT community, there are people who don't like 

transgendered people because they see them as a setback in their quest for equal 

rights. 

But when she talks about her realization that she is transgendered, her dark brown 

eyes light up: "It was the most amazing feeling, the most amazing high I've ever had 

at this point in my life." 

Palermo said she was able to make sense of her life. 

She described feeling "ripped apart" while still a biological male. "I had a desire for 

women, but I couldn't really express it, and I didn't know why." 

Palermo and Azcarate say a relationship between two people of the same sex is 

simply that ð a relationship. 

"You still have to deal with the issues of trust," Azcarate said. "You still have to deal 

with the issues of communication. You still have to deal with the issues of 

compatibility, and you still have to be able to resolve problems together and 

compromise in a mature, adult way." 
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Daily Camera, County News: Sunday, September 9, 2007  

By Heath Urie  

 

Pridefest Block Party celebrates 

GLBT community  

 
Megan Harris, right, from Texas, and Brooke 

Pfeuffer, left, react to a comment made by "priest" 

Cris Jones during an illegal wedding Saturday during 

Boulder Pride's Pridefest Block Party in front of the 

Boulder County Courthouse on the Pearl Street Mall. 

The women are graduates of the University of 

Colorado and say they have been together for five 

years. "Five years together is like 15 years in gay 

years," Jones said. Along with a photo, the couple 

received an illegal marriage certificate listing several 

legal rights given to traditional couples that gay and  

           lesbian couples cannot receive. The annual event 

           promotes education, tolerance and celebration of the  

           gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender community.  

 

A colorful rainbow of balloons ð and equally colorful people ð lined two blocks of 

the Pearl Street Mall on Saturday, part of a daylong celebration of pride in Boulder's 

gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender community. 

"We're an important and significant part of the social fabric of the Boulder 

community," said Kirsten Spielmann, executive director of Boulder Pride, which 

sponsored the event. 

 

The Pridefest Block Party, as it has been called for the past five years, attracted more 

than 70 vendors and corporate sponsors this year, Spielmann said. The higher-than-

usual corporate interest, and the overall success of the event last year, led event 

organizers to expand the party to include two blocks of the mall near the Boulder 

County Courthouse. 

 

Vendors crowded the mall walkway offering artwork and music from GLBT artists, 

beauty products and safe-sex products and literature. 

 

"(Pridefest) is about always keeping the GLBT community visible," Spielmann said. 

"We contribute greatly to the success of the community." 

 

She also said that while the block party is focused on creating an atmosphere of fun 

and community engagement, there also are serious undertones about the ongoing 

struggles for equality among GLBT people. 

 

Some of the political messages at the event included a series of posters hung around 

the courthouse plaza fountain, titled "Civil Rights: No More, No Less," which 

detailed some of the people and events in GLBT history and was a big draw for 

curious passers-by. 

 

There also were booths set up to host fake marriages, complete with certificates that 

listed the rights of traditional couples that gay and lesbian couples cannot receive, and 

"story stations" where attendees could record on video their stories about the 

obstacles they've faced. 

 



 

"This helps remind ourselves that we've come a long way in the struggle for our 

equality, but we still have work to do," Spielmann said. "It reminds us that these 

festivals come from a place of great struggle." 

 

Ron Estand, a 25-year-old Boulder resident who attended the festival, said he was 

excited about the public presence of the event. 

 

"I love it," he said. "I like the fact that it's on Pearl Street, which means it gets a lot of 

pedestrian traffic. There are so many things that will grab people's eyes. It's good for 

people who have never experienced something like this before." 

 

He said events like Pridefest help create understanding about the GLBT community. 

"It's good to show we're normal people," he said, "and to show all the groups that 

make up the community. We're a sub-culture, but we also have our own sub-

cultures." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Boulder Weekly:  

By Editorial Staff (Editorial@boulderweekly.com) 

 

 

Best of Boulder County '07 

 

 

 In the immortal words of the balding, Anglo 

songster Phil Collins: There's something coming in 

the air tonight. As spring gives way to summer, 

there's a sense of hope and excitement making its 

way through Boulder County. Gone are the winter 

storms that pounded the Front Range so mercilessly 

and turned shoveling into a daily quest to find 

pavement. (Note to Boulder city officials: Your 

snow-removal plan sucks.) Now we can look forward 

to hikes in the mountains, weekend trips to Boulder County Farmers Market and 

naked hippie babies playing in that bidet fountain on the Pearl Street Mall. 

But more has changed in Boulder County than the season. The city of Boulder now 

has a shopping center, Twenty Ninth Street (it's located on 29th Street, in case you 

missed that). Longmont has citywide wi-fi. Cranes and bulldozers have moved in, 

erecting new buildings and plowing under Mother Nature's majestic artwork. And 

although Boulder may have one city council member who's a stonerðpercentage-

wise that's probably not representative of the stoner population; it should be five 

council membersðit also has a governing body that passed one of the most 

progressive global warming policies in the country. 

We may be just a tiny, blue dot on a predominantly red map, but any resident can tell 

you that our county is uniqueðsome might even say weird. And we're proud of it. 

Whether it's our unhealthy obsession with prairie dogs, our unique relationship with 

the citizens of Tajikstan or the JonBenet media freakfest, Boulder County has 

cemented its reputation as the eccentric uncle in Colorado's conservative little family. 

Boulder Weekly's 2007 annual Best of Boulder edition is a summary of what you, our 

readers, believe is awesome about our area. Unlike many counties that are overrun by 

strip malls and chain restaurants, our little shire has a smorgasbord of vibrant 

independent businesses, a unique culinary scene and top-notch educational, 

recreational and entertainment options, making it one of the nation's most exciting 

communities. 

Of course, all of this is just a reflection of the people who work and live here. In the 

end, Best of Boulder is a tribute to the hard work, talent and creativity of everyone 

who calls Boulder County home. We hope you enjoy this quick overview of our 

community! 

mailto:Editorial@boulderweekly.com


Daily Camera, Opinion Columnist: Sunday, June 29, 2008  

By Shirley Scoville: shirley.scoville@att.net 

Scoville: Looking at traditional 

marriage with compassion for all 

 

'Two little love birds sitting in a tree k-i-s-s-i-n-g. First comes love. Then, comes 

marriage. Then, comes (so and so) with a baby carriage." 

 

 

While this childhood saying was aimed at making their amorous peers blush, it also 

outlined the purpose of traditional marriage -- children. For thousands of years in all 

civilizations guided by numerous religions, marriage has been between men and 

women to welcome children into their families. 

 

 

The framers of the Constitution knew this type of marriage, and so has the country for 

over 200 years. It has been proven that strong marriages and families are the 

fundamental building blocks for strong countries. 

 

 

Oh, if it were that simple for everyone and the country. 

 

 

First, Massachusetts approved same-sex marriages, and now California has done the 

same. The latest marriages were legal on June 17 at 5 p.m. local time. However, the 

California Supreme Court's controversial 4-3 ruling didn't lay to rest the question.  

 

 

Instead, opponents are looking toward the California Marriage Protection Act 

winning in November. It's not surprising the lawyers for Equality California 

supporting the ruling, are trying to de-certify the proposed state's constitutional 

amendment that would outlaw same-sex marriages. 

 

 

The truth is love and sex aren't always accompanied by marriage, and heterosexual as 

well as same-sex couples often engage in sex without love or marriage. And, an 

uncounted number of children enter this world as a "mistake." So, what drives same-

sex couples to strive for marriage? 

 

 

I caught up with Aicila Lewis, the executive director of Boulder Pride, by phone 

where we discussed many of the issues surrounding same-sex marriage. She said 

"equality and fairness are the goal," and gay, lesbian, bi-sexual and transgender 

people are currently denied legal recognition for their relationships. 

 

 

She added that people in the group she represents can have three aspects of marriage 

without the elusive legal contract. They can still have the social contract, the 



emotional commitment and the spiritual contract. However, without the legal 

contract, they are at risk not being there legally for their partners. 

 

 

Hearing Lewis tell of a situation where the same-sex partner had power of attorney 

for a dying spouse but the medical person in charge wouldn't allow him to be in the 

room broke my heart. When children are involved, they are not protected by the state 

in cases of "divorce and separation" where they would be protected in a legal 

marriage, Lewis added. 

 

 

One idea kicking around the Web that Lewis said could be a workable option is to 

have the government stop issuing marriage licenses altogether and issue only civil 

unions. That's basically what California did anyway by calling applicants "party A" 

and "party B." Then, churches would issue their own marriage licenses. 

 

 

As nice as Lewis is and how much I feel for her plight without legal recognition of 

her "marriage" relationship, a marriage amendment to the U.S. Constitution that 

clarifies marriage as between a man and a woman would end all these state-by-state 

battles. But, let's not stop there. We need to find ways to be sensitive to and 

supportive of those who do not fit in that mold. They need love and support and care. 

 

 

Currently, there is no current plan in Colorado to work toward same-sex marriage, 

Lewis said. Then, she shared a quote she attributed to Martin Luther King, Jr.: "It 

may be true that the law cannot make a man love me, but it can stop him from 

lynching me, and I think that's pretty important." 

 

 

No matter the definition of marriage, no one should be guilty of treating others badly. 

Instead, we should look for ways to help each other out. 



Daily Camera, Boulder & County News: Monday, June 16, 2008 

By Jennifer Bronson 

5 Questions for Kirstin Spielmann, 

Program Manager for Boulder Pride  

If you go 

June marks the national commemoration of 

Pride month, and the GLBT communities 

throughout Boulder and Colorado will be 

coming together for various festivities, 

including the Denver PrideFest next 

weekend. 

 

The Camera chatted with Kristin 

Spielmann, program manager for Boulder 

Pride, about the meaning of Pride month 

and how her organization plans to celebrate. 

 

1. What is the purpose of Pride Month? 

I think it serves as a constant reminder of the struggles that we've had historically and 

that we continue to have, but also a reminder that we have made positive and 

significant strides forward. 

2. And why is it an important event? 

It's important to understand that these Pride celebrations grew out of a need for 

affirmation in society. Pride month is a celebration of what it's like to stand together 

in solidarity. When you're an oppressed social minority group, it's really important to 

be able to find support with people who are going to affirm you. 

3. Is Boulder Pride planning to participate in Denver PrideFest? 

Absolutely -- we love Denver PrideFest. We have a booth every year and we talk to 

hundreds of people. It's a fun day and a very exhausting day. We'll be talking about 

our new programs and support groups. 

4. Will there be any Pride events in Boulder? 

Yes -- the overarching theme of our Pride Month activities is social justice. We're 

cosponsoring an ice cream social with the Boulder chapter of Parents and Friends of 

Lesbians and Gays. The aim is to include straight allies at the local level and 

encourage them to take a pledge to stand up for equality. 



The other big event in June is the Smoke Free Ride 4 Pride. The aim of the event is 

raise awareness of how aggressively the GLBT community is targeted by big tobacco 

and promote healthy lifestyles. The GLBT community is disproportionately impacted 

by tobacco use and in Colorado uses tobacco more than any other community. 

5. What does the California marriage ruling mean for you and your 

organization? 

I personally view it as a great success and something that is long overdue. We hope 

that other states will follow suit such as Colorado, but we know that it's going to take 

a significant amount of public education. 

If you go 

What: Denver PrideFest 2008 

When: 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Saturday and 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Sunday 

Where: Denver's Civic Center Park, 100 W. 14th Ave. Parkway 

 

What: Cruiser Ride for Pride 

When: 7-9:30 p.m. Friday 

Where: Starts at Scott Carpenter Park, 1505 30th St., Boulder 

 

What: Ice Cream Social 

When: 7:30-9 p.m. Thursday 

Where: First Methodist Church, 1421 Spruce St. 

 



Daily Camera, Balance News: Friday, February 9, 2007 

Sue Deans at deanss@dailycamera.com 

Nonprofit Spotlight:  Boulder Pride  

OUR MISSION:  

Boulder Pride`s mission is to cultivate an empowered and inclusive lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgender and queer community in order to achieve equality, respect, and 

well-being for all LGBTQ people in Boulder County. Our programs and services 

include Pride House, the LGBTQ Community Center of Boulder County; youth 

services; Pride Fest and other events; and advocacy on issues of concern to the 

LGBTQ community. 

WE SERVE: 

Boulder Pride serves the LGTBQ Community by fostering safe environments for 

gathering, support, self-expression, and the exchange of ideas. We advocate for social 

justice by building relationships within the community at large; by celebrating the 

uniqueness, diversity, and contributions of the LGBTQ Community, by providing 

direct services for youth and adults; and by educating the public about the issues and 

concerns affecting our lives. We are the only nonprofit group in Boulder County that 

provides services to LGBTQ youth through support programs, we operate the Pride 

House, a Community Center in the heart of Boulder, we sponsor Pride Fest, a month-

long celebration of our community, we run the Public Policy Advocacy program, we 

offer Community Outreach services, we support Community Communications 

program, which includes the E-lert, a Web site and the Gay Info Line, and the annual 

Block Party, the once a year social gathering on the Pearl Street Mall for the Boulder 

community to enjoy. 

On Saturday, we are hosting a Valentine`s Dance and Fundraiser at the Spice of Life 

Event Center from 8 p.m. to midnight. The public is welcome and donations and 

tickets can be purchased on the Web site www.boulderpride.org 

BRIEF HISTORY:  

In 1994, several community organizations in the City of Boulder collaborated on a 

series of events to celebrate Gay Pride. This collective was called Boulder Pride. As 

our LGBTQ community grew, the need for Boulder Pride to broaden in purpose grew 

as well. In 1998, Boulder Pride incorporated as a non-profit organization. Its activities 

reached over 1,000 people annually. In 1999, Boulder Pride became a state tax-

exempt organization. The Gill Foundation presented a three-year grant award to 

Boulder Pride in 2001. This grant enabled Boulder Pride to plan and develop a variety 

of services to the LGBTQ Community in and around Boulder County. The Pride 

House Community Center opened officially in 2003. The Open Door Fund and many 

other local foundations have been instrumental to the expansion of Boulder Pride. 

That year, Boulder Pride began offering direct services to the LGBTQ youth in 

Boulder County. In September 2006, Boulder Pride held our largest outdoor 

community gathering called the "Pride Fest Block Party" ever on the Pearl Street 

Mall for the citizens of Boulder city and county. 

 



PROUDEST ACCOMPLISHME NT:  

Opening the Pride House Community Center, in 2003, was an outstanding 

accomplishment. The Boulder Pride Community Center is one of only five LGBTQ 

full -time centers in the country serving populations of under 100, 000. Pride House 

provides a locale in which activities for the many diverse segments of the LGBTQ 

community can thrive. The fact that the Center is funded and supported by both 

public and private sector is bold statement to the commitment of Boulder to 

increasing diversity and well-being. In December of 2006, Boulder Pride was named 

by a local publication as "One of the Top Four Community Groups to Watch in 2007" 

. 

GREATEST NEED:  

As with most nonprofits today, the greatest need is in the arena of financial support. 

Boulder Pride is very proud of the wide array of funding we receive from individual 

donors, public sector contributions and corporate sponsorships. In the year ahead, 

Boulder Pride would like to expand the collaboration we have with businesses and 

for-profit organizations. We believe these partnerships are vital to growth of the 

organization and the success of our community at large. Boulder Pride has taken the 

bold step to retain a full-time executive director and in 2007, we will be launching a 

capitol fundraising campaign with outreach to the Boulder community. 

HONORED MEMBER:  

Dave Ensign of Boulder, Colorado is the 2007 recipient of the Jean and Jack Hodges 

Big Hearts Award. The Big Hearts Award is given by annually at the Big Hearts 

Valentine`s Dance and Fundraiser. Ensign was chosen for this honor because he lives 

out every aspect of his life with a big heart. Ensign has been a tireless worker for 

community based efforts on the passage of Referendum I. He single-handedly 

gathered the most petitions for a ballot initiative that would guarantee equality and 

fairness to LGBTQ couples in Colorado. His boundless energy, enthusiasm and 

support for Boulder Pride make Ensign a volunteer for nearly every event that BP 

sponsors. In the LGBTQ community, Ensign is one person you can count on to show 

up when he says he will, to be there early and leave only after everything has been 

done, and to create positive energy all around him throughout the event. 

FUTURE PLANS:  

In the near future, Boulder Pride is enlarging our Community Center hours; our new 

executive director will be full time and continuing the excellent work that recognized 

Boulder Pride as a top organization in Boulder. The Youth Empowerment Program 

(YEP) ages 18 ð 25. YEP will be expanding to include leadership training and a 

theater programming opportunity. Leadership empowerment opportunities are very 

popular for this age group and Boulder Pride is committed to growing these 

programs. The Speaking Out Program of Boulder Pride that goes into the Boulder 

Valley schools (middle and high school) to offer education will be conducting a new 

training class in March of 2007. We are looking for volunteers who would like to 

work with these programs and help improve community life here in Boulder and 

surrounding areas. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact 
 

 

Main Office      Mailing Address 

2132 14th Street     P.O. Box 1018  

Boulder, CO     Boulder, CO  

80302       80306 
 

 

 

  Phone: 303-499-5777 

  Fax:       303-413-8711 

 E-mail: info@boulderpride.org 
 

 

  www.boulderpride.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUPPORT GROUP 

MEETINGS 
  

Weekly CU GLBT Resource Center Events: Weekly Meetings (in the GLBTRC, 

Willard 227, 303-492-1377, unless otherwise noted): 

Coming Out Faithful -- Mondays (July 7 and 14)  

Queer Women in Community (QWIC) -- 1st and 3rd Monday (July 7 and 21) 

 

Queer People of Color (QPOC) -- Tuesdays (July 8) 

Willard 231 or CMA Lounge Willard 115A 

GATHER  -- Tuesdays (July 8) 

 

Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) -- Wednesdays (July 9) Willard 231  

 

Transform  -- Thursdays (July 10): Transform is a transgender discussion group open 

to students and the general public. 

For more information or if the time doesn't work for you, e-mail 

kathleen.roscoe@colorado.edu 

OASOS Longmont Youth Group 
When: Every Thursday from 4:00-6pm (July 10)  

Where: Please call for the address and directions at: 303-678-6259. 

OASOS, run by Boulder County Public Health, has launched our weekly peer-based 

support group for questioning, queer, intersexed, pansexual, transgendered, bisexual, 

lesbian and/or gay (LGBTQQI) youth between the ages of 13-20 in the Longmont 

area. The group is FREE and CONFIDENTIAL and meets every Thursday from 

4:00-6:00pm. This is a drop-in group, so no commitment is required. Facilitators and 

youth work together to create a space that is welcoming, affirming, and safe for all 

GLBTQQI youth. Bus tokens can be provided to assist youth in attending group. 

  

Boulder Pride Women's Support Group 
When: 2nd and 4th Thursdays, 6:30pm (July 10 and 24) 

Where: Usually at Boulder Pride House, 2132 14th St., Boulder see website for up-

to-date information about meeting dates, times and locations  

Website: http://www.womens-group.com/ (for more information and schedule) 

  

LGBTI Buddhist Practice/Discussion Group 
When: Sundays 4:30-6:30pm (July 20) (NO MEETINGS ON  THE FOLLOWING 

DATES: May 25, June 8, June 22 and July 13)  

Where: Great Mountain Zen Center, 1110 Sparta Dr. Lafayette, CO 80026 

http://freemail.happyhippie.com/eonapps/ft/wm/page/compose?send_to=kathleen.roscoe%40colorado.edu
http://www.womens-group.com/


Cost: Free, donations for the use of the Zen Center are helpful but not expected 

Contact: Mike Gendo Lewis, mike@bouldermeditation.com 

Website: For directions and parking details, refer to www.gmzc.org 

Description:  Come to share in the practice of Buddhist meditation followed by the 

friendly discussion of Buddhist teachings and how they relate to our lives. Those new 

to meditation and/or Buddhism are welcome, as are those who are experienced. The 

group is multi-denominational, appreciating practitioners of Zen, Shambhala, Tibetan, 

Theravadin, Vipassana, non-sectarian, questioning non-Buddhists, and so on. If new 

to meditation or looking for personalized instruction, please contact Gendo to arrange 

to meet before the group begins. Tea, snacks, and meditation props provided. Arrive 

early and allow time to find parking, as meditation will begin promptly at 4:30pm. 

  

Monday Night Men's Support Group 
When: Every Monday, 7-8:30pm (July 7 and 14)  

Where: Boulder Pride House, 2132 14th St. Boulder 

Come join our on-going, 18 and over, men's discussion group. We provide a safe, 

encouraging, and supportive place for gay, bi, and questioning men. All men are 

welcome-- whether this is your first time questioning, or you are just coming out, or 

you have been out for many years. Come and share your experiences, talk about 

what's on your mind, or just sit back and listen. Self-disclosure is optional. The 

environment is casual. Topics are not predetermined and vary from week to week. 

We hope to see you there. 

  

Boulder Gay Men's Discussion Group 

When: Every 1st & 3rd Wednesday, 7-8:30pm (July 16 and August 6) 

Where: Boulder Pride House, 2132 14th St., Boulder  

Website: http://home.comcast.net/%7Emickwat/bgmdg/index.html (for topic) 

  

OASOS Boulder Youth Group 
When: Every Wednesday from 6-9pm (July 9) at Boulder County Public Health  

Where: For information or directions to OASOS groups, call: (303) 678-6259. 

Website: http://www.co.boulder.co.us/health/commhlth/safeZone/oasos.htm 

  

Transgender/Gender Queer Gathering 

When: Last Friday of the month from 6-8pm (July 25) 

Where: Boulder Pride House, 2132 14th St., Boulder 

Contact: Beth Smith, bethsmith4@comcast.net 

  

Rainbow Elders of Boulder County 
A fun social group for older LGBTs. 

When: Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of every month from 4-6 p.m. (July 15) 

Where: Location and topic vary. 

Come Join the Fun! 

Contact: Emily Lewis, 303-441-3583, 

elewis@bouldercounty.org 

Sponsor: Boulder County Aging Services 

  

http://www.boulderpride.org/bp/elert/www.gmzc.org
http://home.comcast.net/~mickwat/bgmdg/index.html
http://www.co.boulder.co.us/health/commhlth/safeZone/oasos.htm
mailto:bethsmith4@comcast.net
mailto:elewis@bouldercounty.org



